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We little knew that morning,
God was going to call your name.
In life we loved you dearly,
In death we do the same.
It broke our hearts to lose you,
You did not go alone.
For part of us went with you,
The day God called you home.

You left us beautiful memories,
Your love is still our guide.
And though we cannot see you,
You are always by our sides.
Our family chain is broken,
And nothing seems the same.
But as God calls us one by one,
The chain will link again.
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The family of the late VERLIE G. BETHEA would like to
extend our sincere thanks and appreciation to our many
relatives, neighbors and friends for all your kind deeds and
expressions of sympathy. May God bless you, one and all!
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Following the Interment, family and friends are invited to:
Platinum Grill

MASS

7719 Crittenden Street, Philadelphia, PA 19118
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Wednesday, August 8, 2012
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FLETCHER H. TOWNSEND FUNERAL HOME, INC.
Edward S. Cohen, Supervisor
6610-12 Germantown Avenue
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19119
215-438-2461
Fax: 215-438-0678
Herita11:e Keef)sake b'! DuBose Printi1111: & �usiness Services - (215) 877-9071
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January 1, 1931

Viewing: 9:00 a.m. - Service: 10:00 a.m.
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r7 IERLIE G. BETHEA was the first born in Statesboro,

V'Georgia on January 1, 1931. She was the only child
born to Booker T. and Lucille German. She departed this life
peacefully on August 1, 2012 at her home.

At an early age, she was raised by her late grandparents and
lived with several cousins. She received her Bachelor of Science
in Chemistry, from the University of South Carolina and a
Master's Degree in Education from Temple University. Verlie
dedicated her life to teaching.

After completing her undergraduate degree, Verlie was united
in holy matrimony to the late Edward S. Bethea, Jr. To this
union three children were born: Edward, Cheryl "Denise" and
Adrienne.
Verlie was an avid reader. She inhaled books like people
breathe air. She loved the way books took her on adventures and
places she had never been.

She loved to travel to various cities throughout the United
States as well as Greece, Egypt and Africa. In Africa, Verlie was
fascinated by the history, art and culture but most importantly
she loved her African brothers and sisters.
Verlie retired from the Philadelphia Public Schools after
twenty-eight years of service. Verlie was a loving and devoted
wife, mother, sister and friend. Verlie was known for her
kindness, humor and generosity. She was proud of the number of
African children she sponsored through the Christian Children's
Fund. She was also a member of the Alpha Kappa Alpha
Sorority.

She was preceded in death by her husband, Edward S. Bethea,
Jr., and her daughter, Adrienne Bethea.

Verlie leaves to cherish her memories: a son, Edward S.
Bethea, Ill; a daughter, Cheryl "Denise" Summers; son-in-law,
Carl Summers; her grandchildren, Kyle Summers, I<elly Summers
and Alexis Bethea-Lopes; her great grandchildren, Adrian and
Asia Davis; and a host of nieces; nephews; cousins; other
relatives and friend.
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When I am gone, release me, let me go.
I have so many things to see and do,
You mustn't tie yourself t.o me with too many tears,
But be thankful we had so many good years.
I gave you my love, and you can only guess
I-low much you've given me in ha/>/>iness.
I thank you for the love that you have shown,
But now it is time I traveled on alone.
So grieve for me a while, if grieve you must
Then let your grief be comforted by trust
That it is 011ly Jar a while that. we must part,
So treasure the memories within your heart.
[ won't be far away for life goes on.
And if you need me, call and I will come.
Though you can't see or touch me, l will be near
And if you l.isten with your heart, you'll hear
All my love around you soft and clear
And then, wheH you. come this way alone,
1 'll greet you with a smile and a "Welcome Home."
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1on't grieve for me, for now I'm free.
f'm following 1:he />ath God laid for me.
l took I-Tis hand when l heard I-Iis call,
1 tu.med my back and left it all.
l could not stay another day.
To laugh, to love, to work, to />lay.
Tasks left undone must stay that way,
I've found that peace at the end of the day.
If my parting has left a void,
Then fill it with remembered joy.
A friendship shared, a laugh, a kiss,
Ah, yes, these things too I will miss.
Be not bothered with times of sorrow,
I wish you the sunshine of tomorrow.
My Life's been full, I savoured much,
Good friends, good times, a loved one' touch.
Perhaps my time seemed all too brief,
Don't lengthen it now with undue grief.
Lift up your heart and share with me.
God wanted me now. I-le set me free.
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INTRODUCTORY RITES
Greeting
Sprinkling with Holy Water
Placing of the Pall (optional)
Entrance Procession
Opening Prayer

LITURGY OF THE WORD
Readings
Homily
General Intercessions

LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST
FINAL COMMENDATION
Invitation to Prayer
Silence
Song of Farewell
Prayer of Commendations

PROCESSION TO THE PLACE OF COMMITTAL
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FOREST HILLS CEMETERY
Byberry Road at Philmont Avenue
Philadelphia , Pennsylvania 19116

